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In death, little son

a bridge with Britain’s masses

State to build 1ow-cost polyhouses and offer micro-_irrigation means like sprinkler
and drip irrigation to help farmers grow cash Crops round the year

" LALIT KUMAR

ASHWANI SHARMA
SHIMLA, FEBRUARYzb

THE Himachal Pradesh Gov-
ernment has decided to fund
farmers, EEPECiE.“Y those in the T ik {7 Sl PN L Nepkeagry
hills, to build polyhouses— £, SAREE, e =8
modern greenhouses, in other o SRt Th | 58
words — for growing cash Crops
through the judicious use of re-
sources like land and water.

The polyhouses will be heavily
subsidised and funded at a cost
of Rs 352 crore.

State’s principal secretary
(Agriculture) Dr P CKapoor
says, “Thisis the first time that
the state has decided to invest
agri-

St

. aprojecttobe funded by adopting the low-cost models of
. NABARD. Another RS 37.6 polyhouses. The farmers have
. crorewillbe shared by the bene- already started submitting their
~ ficiaries. Another Rs 198 crore prﬂpnsala,” Director, Agricul-

willbe invested towards micro- rure, JC Rana said.
. irrigation like sprinkiers and Chief Minister Prem Kumar
 drip irrigation for cash crops Dhumal says, “If the targets are
- grownin the polyhouses. In ail, achieved in two years, instead of
147 lakh hectares of land willbe  fouryears, the gﬂvernmentwil_i
S S = covered under polyhouses and pump in more money o sustai;z
culture sector in one go. The i 12320 sprinklers wiil be in- the scheme for four years. It will
project that has two components stalled. all depend on how farmers 1e-
__building low-cost polyhousc The staté agriculture depart- spond to the scheme.
structures and use of micro-irri- ~ ment, the nodal agency to im- The annual income from veg:

gation means like sprinklerand plement the scheme, has issued ctables and cash CTOPS in Hi-
drip irrigation — will help farm- guidelines Lo field officers and machal Pradeshis around Rs 800

ers grow vegetables round the farmers. “The gu'ldelineswill cmre,leich the government pro-
year and get assured incomes. - prove very handy for the farmers poses to Increase atleast to Rs
— - - - while seeking subsidy and 1400 crore in the next five years.

The gains are also going to be
two-fold. Firstly, cultivation in
polyhouses will not be affected
by weather changes like exces-
sive rains, dry spells or harsh
winters. Secondly, higher pro-
duction of quality crops will
bring better returns. Lack of
snow and rains this winter has
already hit Himachal badly. The
polyhouse experience in select
areas like Bilaspur, Chamba and
Shimla has already been suc-
cessful.

In next four years, the Hi-
machal Government will extend
a subsidy of Rs 117.32 crore to-
wards building low-cost poly-
houses by the farmers as part of
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= i ~he: Rs 352.58-crore
' Pandit Deen Dyal Kisan

Samoridhi Polyhouse project
launched by Himachal

‘ Government would "benefit

30,000 farmers'in the State -
“and supplement their income ¢

substantially, Chief Minister
PK Dhumal on Monday said.
'Addressing a public meet-
ing after laying the foundation
- of Rs 2.4-crore hospital build-
ing at Kandaghat, he 'said
‘that 28,080 polyhouses would
be 'set up in’'the State for

“which the farmers would be”"

pmwded 80 per cent subsidy.

'‘He said ‘that water Effl-_

- clent drlp handpumps, ‘mini

“and micro irrigation projects

: had also been included under
- the project to fully utilise the
l avaﬂable natural resnurces
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HP’s polvh"“se

“and adopting an -iriegmted

approach. He said that with
the implementation of the
project, the agriculture sector
would get major boost and
farmers would get ample
employment and self-employ-
ment opportunities at thmr
door-steps.

Listing employment gen-
gration and social security as
priority areas, Dhumal said
that all efforts were being.
made to generate employ-
ment and self-empluyment by

‘creating jobs in Government

sector, private sector and
industrial ‘and hydropower
projects. The  focus of ‘the

' Government was on promot-

ing labour-intensive environ-

“ment-friendly units and the
“mandatory provision to
“employee at least 70 per cent
Himachalis was being stnct

ly enfurced he added



